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PRESS RELEASE N. 23

Tomorrow  in conclusion of the Birdwatching Fair third edition, birds will be given to fly

At the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair, the Festival of Ornithological reportage besides conventions and excursions
COMACCHIO (Fe). Tomorrow Monday May 1st the conclusion of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair in Comacchio; the birds poacher caught and the Government Forestry Department rescued, are given to fly. The big success of the several initiatives leading to the award ceremony for the first Festival of Ornithological reportage yesterday evening. The first European Birdwatching race scheduled at dawn has finally been put off due to bad weather conditions.
The Festival. Two people from Ferrara among the winners of the First International Festival of Ornithological reportage, launched in occasion of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair third edition and carried out in partnership with the naturalist Francesco Petretti from the Rai Tre TV programme Geo&Geo. They are: Milko Marchetti from Ferrara, with a video entitled “Long eared Owl” winner of the second prize for the amateur productions category and Michele Bondanelli from Argenta, awarded with the 1st prize of the shorts category for his “ Snack time” . The other videos awarded by the jury, 14 all together, competed for the 1°, 2° and 3° place of the professionals’, amateur and shorts categories and also for the two special rewards from Lipu and the Provincial Administration of Ravenna. The winning videos, coming from all over Europe, have been assessed by a technical jury made up of experienced ornithologists, reporters, naturalists and people from TV among whom Sveva Sagramola, Geo & Geo TV presenter and Fair testimonial, Fulco Pratesi, WWF president, Giuliano Tallone, Lipu president, the ethologist Danilo Mainardi and Carol Debney from Bird Watching Magazine. Prizes were given in occasion of the gala ceremony organised at Manifattura dei Marinati in Comacchio on Saturday, with the participation of Petretti and Giancarlo Malacarne, president of the organisation secretariat DELTA 2000. Petretti: “I am really proud and satisfied with the quality of the productions and the number of participants, over 40, which is not likely to happen in such competitions – he said - the competitors come from all over Italy and among them there’s even an Italian living abroad”. The winners: for the professional productions category the first prize went to the video ‘Koillisma, news from Finnish Taiga” by Fabrizio Carbone, Rome (‘Isle of May’); at the second place ‘In the beginning was Bolgheri’ by Lodovico Prola from Rome; third Antonello Chiaramida from Cagliari with the video ‘On the fisherman’s wings’. As far as the amateur section is concerned, at the first place ‘Free wings in the Lagoon’  by Gianfranco Martini from Grosseto; the third position to ‘Water is the main ingredient’ by Andrea Bertocchi from Bologna. For the shorts category, the second prize went to ‘Fauna in its habitat’ by Maurizio Saltarelli from Urbino; third place for Paolo Taranto from Ragusa with ‘Pilgrim Hawke’. Maurizio Sbrolla from Rome won the Lipu special prize for ‘The vulture’s return’. ‘A park drawn by water’ by Maurizio Felli from Rome received the prize offered by the Province of Ravenna and awarded by the jury. Marco Paolo Pavese from Genova with  ‘Kingfisher 1985-2005’ obtained the special mention to the career, while Fabio Toncelli with ‘Flying over the Everest’ got a special mention in the memory of Angelo D’Arrigo, recently passed away.    

The Birdwatching Travel Trade. The Fair turned out to be a special occasion also to launch the “Birdwatching Travel Trade“, the first trade workshop between offer-demand operators in the tourist sector to promote the “green” destinations on the markets of interest encouraging holidays in touch with nature and working out new possible travel and accommodation solutions. An occasion designed for specialized operators by DELTA 2000, the organisation, together with the precious support of “Iniziative turistiche” (Tourist initiatives) by Maria Chiara Ronchi, Ferrara, a company with years of experience in this sector.   Eleven tour operators  coming from Germany, United Kingdom, Holland, Bulgaria, Belgium, United States and Canada met, on April 29th in the morning, operators from a hundred Italian tourist companies, the 60% of which coming from Emilia-Romagna, to welcome trade proposals coming from the Italian tourist heritage. Hotels, travel agencies, restaurants, didactic farmhouses, environmental guides, eco museums, incoming tour operators, touring motor ships, National Park Bodies, local agencies for tourism, etc will take part in the meeting, which is one of great importance for the Provinces of Emilia-Romagna. Besides being a meeting of particular relevance and importance in the business world, the event has also gained educational importance by the companies’ own perspective. It has led to new and alternative travel packages and turned out to represent an effective start up to a future innovative exchange process between Italian and foreign tourist operators. 
The award-winning schools from Ferrara . The children from Lagosanto and Volania have been appointed birdgardening Champions. The award ceremony took place on Saturday. The project started last year during the second edition of the Fair and involved elementary and nursery schools. The aim was that of building a garden suitable to welcome “Titti in its natural habitat”. The title of the initiative was “Titti in the garden”. This enabled children to study the wildfowl during all the school year. All the classes enrolled were given the necessary didactic material: illustrative books, artificial nests, mangers, etc.. and were also guided by a Lipu expert. Ten the participating classes assessed by the committee. The primary school Tagliatti from Lagosanto, the school receiving the prize from the hands of the teachers Sandra Bellotti and Daniela Beccari and the elementary school from Volania with the teacher Gilda Arveda, receiving the prize from the Local Authority for Tourism of the Municipality of Comacchio Carla Castaldi, have finally turned level on points and were awarded a 1500 € cheque. The elementary school from Comacchio with the teacher Sandra Benvenuti, was placed second and received a 500 € prize from Angela Nazzaruolo’s hands. Same position ranked the elementary school from Comacchio, represented by the teacher Enrichetta Rizzati and receiving the prize from the director of the Po Delta Park Emilia-Romagna, Lucilla Previati. A particularly significant initiative aiming at raising the awareness towards wildfowl and love to nature, which can be seen also through the creation of a safe and “natural” habitat where birds can breed and nest. 
Tomorrow’s programme:

10,00 a.m. – 1,30 p.m.


Wildlife Photography Workshop with the photographers Luciano Piazza and Roberto Zaffi – workshop room, Palazzo Bellini

In the field Workshop of wildlife photography with the photographers Milko Marchetti and Sergio Stignani – Departure from Comacchio - Fair, bus stopping area, via Marina through Comacchio lagoons.
3,00 p.m.


Awards ceremony- Convention room, Pav. A

5,00 p.m.


Award ceremony of the National wildlife photography contest -III edition -Delta in focus 2006 - Sala Polivalente, Palazzo Bellini



